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EDITORIALS
Salute to Chemistry

During 1954 America's dynamic chemical industry 
completed over $1 billion in new plants and facilities. An­ 
other $1.5 billion will be completed within the next two- 
and-half years. California's share of the privately financed 
new construction will be $45,425,000.

These new facilities mean more jobs, more tax returns 
for local and federal governments and more new or im­ 
proved products for the consuming public.

The expenditure on construction itself bolsters our 
economy in payments for construction, wages and ma­ 
terials.

In 1932, the President' 1* Materials Policy Commission 
predicted that the chemical industry would quadruple its 
1950 productive capacity by 1975. The intervening years 
have helped to substantiate that prediction.

Next week is "Chemical Progress Week," a time In 
which the chemical industry reminds the American people 
of the role it plays in their daily life and the contribution 
it makes to the economy as a whole'.

Locally, the chemical industry has been rapidly ex­ 
panding. In addition to the Stauffer Chemical Co. which 
has been here for several years, the Dow Chemical Co. 
recently moved here and the Carbide and Carbon Chemi­ 
cals Corp. is now building a huge plant.

The Shell Chemical Corp. recently purchased three 
synthetic rubber plants here, and announced plans for 
further growth of the industry.

Many other plants located in Torrance use chemical 
processes in a variety of ways.

Chemistry has come a long way since the first witch 
doctor mixed his brew, and Torrance is one of the biggest 
beneficiaries of this trend.___________________
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By Barney Gfazi AFTER HOURS
A general contractor halted 

a million-dollar construction 
job until a robin who had 
built her nest on the project 
could hatch her eggs. Said the 
warm-hearted man: I always 
respect a follow contractor" . . 
During a recent Sunday drive. 
a tired father was asked hv 
his fl-year-old son to stop at 
a gas station five times. When 
the youngster asked the sixth 
time, his weary father object­ 
ed: "Why don't you wait? 
We're almost home." "But, 
dad." his son argued, "ours 
isn't certified!" . . . Every 
time you see a main boulevard 
OTien and free of highway re- 
' airmen, It's only because 

ey're fixing the detours . . . 
""member when ten cents 
 mid buv a lot of things? My 
w dimes hcve changed.

I'm still chuckling about the 
"illfornla group of business
  ?n who visited Mexico. They 

?.t tended church on Sunday
  nd because they couldn't un­ 
derstand the minister, they de­ 
cided to copy the man direct- 
Iv In front of them. Every 
time ho sat. and rose, they did 
the same. Finally, the minister 
niade an announcement and
 vhen the man In front stood
 in, our four business men did 
the same. The congregation 
howled. Later they learned the 
minister had announced a hap- 
tlsm and harl asked the baby's 
father to stand! ... If you 
don't think we're fortunate 
people, Just remember that 
our country Is the only place 
In the entire world where a 
citizen can drive up to the un­ 
employment office and collect 
his check.

If you think that folks don't 
pay any attention to signs, 
such as: "Parking Prohibited," 
"Don't Walk On the ..Grass," 
and "Dump No Rubbish." 
you're right but guess what Is 
the most, disregarded advice of 
I hem all. It's the warning on 
the flap of a pack of matches 
and it. reads: "Close Cover Be- 
for Striking': ... I watched 
a motorcycle officer stop, a 
man driving a pink sports car. 
He was wearing a lavender 
heret green slacks, mirror 
sunglasses, and suede shoes. 
The motorist demanded: 
"What did I do?" "Nothing." 
replied the cop. 'T Just want­ 
ed to hear you talk" . . . 
Thank you, Barney McDevitt, 
for sending me that ash tray 
stamped: "Persian Room   
Beverly Hills Hotel." Some 
neople Just insist on taking all 
the pleasure out of stealing.

4- * *
Gene Norman said It at his 

recent rhvthm and blues con­ 
cert at the Shrine Auditorium 
In Los Angeles: "Coming next 
week, the Battle of the Bands 
between Uberace and Big Jay 
McNoely" . . . And when Gene 
asked the audience of teen- 
ngei-s who they'would like to 
hear In the future, one of the 
kids shrilled: "King Farouk!" 
... I can't get over the late 
John Oarfield's prophetic dia­ 
logue In his motion picture, 
"Body and Soul," now being 
seen on television. He says: 
"What arc you going to do   
kill me? Kverybody dies" . . . 
A 10-year-old boy slashed him­ 
self on the forearm Jugt to get 
his name in the paper. The 
nevt dav, the local paper pub­ 
lished all the lurid facts with 
one exception   being a minor, 
the hoy's name was omlttod!

By JOHN MORLEY

In the last week I have cir­ 
cled the arc from California 
to Kansas, talking with Indus­ 
trialists, bankers, wholesales 
and retailers, fanners and gov­ 
ernment officials, trying to 
gather facts on the economic 
situation In this cross section 
of the nation. The. optimism 
among all these various seg­ 
ments of our economy Is with­ 
out precedent In my experi­ 
ence. The slight exception is 
the farmer, who has been hurt 
by the drouth. The reason for 
this optimism Is . . . the 
nation's amazing pay-check to­ 
day. It Is the highest In his­ 
tory . . . during war or peace 
... It Is sonje 40 per cent high­ 
er than the peak of any peace­ 
time economy In America. Our 
readers will find it difficult to 
believe that, for example, ac­ 
cording to the most recent 
figures released by the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, the 
average Income of a family In 
the city or farm In the U.S. 
Is above $6,000 per year.

Over 45 per cent living In 
cities earn today between   
$500 and $10,000 per year. Thr

condition the rank and file of 
labor to the possibility of a 

if their demands are not

upgrading of our earning cap­ 
acities without precedent In
our economy, Although the

, . , ., .   met. The CIO Is definitely not purchasing power of the dollar ^nff{n m tn would not
is stabilized at about 82 cents 
and taxes are the hlgest In 
history, we still have the great­ 
st purchasing power. This Is

 rage thf Is be-

The Freelancer
Bv TOM RISt'HK, Herald Staff Writer

"Hnce the older generation 
has been saying since time 
Immemorial that the younger 
generation has been going to
 ' « doj?s, It would follow that 
the present population must 
! - a pretty flea-bitten lot,

T ' seems that the maternal 
and paternrl pride of oldsters 
In their offspring In often 
mixed with horror that "We . 
'"dn't do things like that when 
we were young."

Since the younger genera­ 
tion Isn't doing what the older 
ona did. it follows. In the 
minds of many people, thai 
they are "golni? to the dogs." 

' tV -!r * '
Despite the opinions of 

"oma oldstern, hid* ••••• "••">'••
 ^itich the ssp^e In 1 ""> ;>s th«v
 <" « In 1055 B.C. The main
 difference Is that the things 
they have to play and 'or get 
tn trouble with, change from 
time to time.

Among the smallest fry, 
papa and mania didn't get 
into trouble by drinking char­ 
treuse dye. clorox. or paint re-

id, dancing the 
rock - and   mil. and singing 
"Shh-Pnom." Rut they m | Bht 
have been driving a souped-up 
model T, gyrating the Chnrle. 
s'on, and rendering "Yes We 
Have No Bananas."

Parents who used to brag 
about putting Farmer Jones' 
privy on top of the City Hall 
now are shocked when Junior 
puts somebody's sports car on 
the City Hall steps. Privies 
aren't In style nowadays.

Maybe the main trouble 
as a local lecturer noted 1, 
week, that too many parei 
forget they were once c 
dren.

The i a t(. Will Rogers 01 
no>.,l !'-;,( |,e didn't IMnk l<

$ (.000 and $8,500. For 
the first, time In history over 
75 per cent of the people who 
work at any Job earn more 
than $3,000 per year, this in­ 
cluding young people just 
starting to work, and oldsters, 
or semi-retired people who 
only work part time. While 
farm Income Is lower than city 
income . . . about $1,000 a year 
lower .... the fact that the 
farmer's raise most of their 
own food gives them almost an 
equal amount of purchasing 
power with the city folks. The 
Department of Commerce fig­ 
ures show that less than 10 
per cent of the families of the 
nation earn more than $10,000 
a year . . . and less than 4 per 
cent earn more than $15,000 . . 
making us a truly representa­ 
tive middle-class nation.

Every employer I "have talk­ 
ed with In Tampa, Dallas, Kan­ 
sas City, New Orleans, Chi­ 
cago, in the past, few days 
confirms the high figures of 
his pay-roll and new sales re­ 
cords. The banks of Texas 
have more money on deposit 
than at any other time In his­ 
tory. We are going through 
an income revolution ... an

what I learned 
nomlc state of the nation In 
the areas I covered. 

•h * I5r
In some Instances . . . and 

this will be hard to believe .. . 
employees are getting a larger 
share of the profits of many 
corporations than those who 
own the company, namely, the 
stockholders. An executive of 
a branch of U.S. Steel showed 
me some facts. For Instance, 
less than 10 per cent of the 
stockholders of the largest 
steel corporation In the world 
have Incomes of more than 
$25,000 per year, while fi5 pel- 
cent of them made less than 
$15,000 per year. Among the 
workers of U.S. Steel, the 

. greatest percentage earn more 
than $25.000 per year. Among 
the workers of U.S. Steel the 
greatest percentage earn over 
$5,000 per year In factory or 
office. The figures showed 
that about BO per. cent of 
Steel's stockholders made 
about $J500 last year, while 
the average income of all 
wage employees (not office or 
executive) was $4600 a year. 
There are more U. S. Steel 
stockholders In the $3000 a 
year class than in any other 
bracket,

Out of every dollar earned 
by Steel about 60 cents was 
paid in taxes. Then Uncle Sam 
taxed the receiver of the div­ 
idend another 0 cents on each 
dollar . . . this "double taxa­ 
tion" on dividends or profits 
means thai the U.S. govern­ 
ment took Just under 70 cents 
out of every dividend dollar 
from thi' stockholders or own­ 
ers. The workers got about 20 
per cent. . . . the owners about

In spite of the amazing size 
of the union pay envelope, 
labor Is now negotiating for a 
guaranteed annual wage plan 
with the automobile industry, 
directing Its demands to the 
big two, OM and Ford. Thou 
sands of dollars have already 
been s|X'nt by the UAW-CIO t

as far as they have in pres­ 
enting the plan to the union 
memberships. Millions are be­ 
ing collected as a "strike 
fund." The union may water 
down Its demands as present­ 
ed, but some kind of guar­ 
anteed wage appears to he in 
the wind, if not already settl­ 
ed between Walter P. Rcuther 
of the CIO and either General 
Motors or Ford. The fact that 
Rcuther Is leaving for a labor 
meeting In Vienna on May 8 
does indicate that a strike Is 
not at lerst planned when the 
Ford contract expires June 1. 

The union case: calls for 
either a guaranteed wage on 
the basis of 62 weeks a year, 
or full pay for all the time 
they are laid off. If a man 
earns $]00 a week and Is laid 
off, and state unemployment 
compensation is $25 a week, 
the employer will put up the 
difference of $75 per week, for 
all the time the worker is laid 
off.

The company case: the aver­ 
age Ford worker earns about 
$100 a week and the company 
could not guarantee any such 
Income against the many un­ 
certainties of business condi­ 
tions. Most authorities I talk­ 
ed with helicve some type of 
guaranteed wages plan will be 
compromised. It will not be 

 what the union wants by a 
long shot, but some plan that 
the union officials can present 
to their members as1 a kind of 
"guaranteed wage" will prob­ 
ably be worked out. The com­ 
panies will push for higher 
state unemployment insur­ 
ance payments to be shared by 
company and employees, along 
with some plan to act as a 
suppinment on the order of 
the present health and acci­ 
dent Insurance coverage now 
in effect. What ever the out­ 
come, the nations economy 
appears virile and healthy, 
reaching out for new records 
In national Income and high 
standard of living.
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Oilman Replies
Editor, Torrance HERALD:

I am deeply concerned about 
keeping children off of Oil­ 
field equipment, and offer the 
following suggestions:

I am Just finishing a stretch 
of almost forty years In the 
oilfields and came to Torrance 
before there was a town, own- 
Ing property since 1B21. IN­ 
DUSTRY made the town and 
Union Tool which Is now Na- 
tlonal Supply was one of the 
main Industries here.

When oil was discovered In 
the Torrance area Union Tool 
equipment was used to drill 
and produce the wells and now 
they have grown to a world 
wide concern known us Nat­ 
ional Supply Co. I should 
think everyone would be 
proud of an Industry and plant 
that developed equipment to 
drill the deepest well In the 
world.

A pumping unit costs sev­ 
eral thousand dollars, fathers 
help MAKE these tools at 
National Supply Co., why cut 
off the business that supplies 
work for our home owners by 
placing such tight restrictions 
on the operators that they 
cannot continue in the bus­ 
iness.

Why not educate the child­ 
ren as to the value of the In­ 
dustries of our town so that 
they will have a Job and n 
better home In which to live, 
Instead of asking that fences 
be placed around derricks and 
pumping equipment (other 
than that required by the 
State) Just because Johnny 
did not "KNOW BETTER" 
than to get oil on his toes. 
Perhaps the father could take 
him fishing or educate his son 
as to how oil wells work, or 
the schools could provide 
tours and have an oil man 
explain the workings of an oil 
well.

Torrance was founded on 
INDUSTRY Let us keep our 
Industry.

Ed Pletzschke 
2765 W. Carson St.

Parents and Parenti
Editor, Torrance Herald:

I attended the Planning 
Commission's meeting Mon­ 
day night and heard over two 
hours of discussion pro and 
con on oil wells, sumps, and 
children. (I think one Issue not 
mentioned was real estate. 
How to Increase the value of 
property by doing away with 
oils wells).

I have lived In Torranco 
over twenty years. There has 
always been a residential sec­ 
tion and the oil field section. 
These wells and sumps aro 
not something now In Tor­ 
rance. They are large enough 
to have bfn-n won by anyone 
purchasing property In the oil 
field. In turn, the purchase 
price of the property was no 
doubt cheaper than a lot with­ 
out such "Attractive Nuis­ 
ances." At the present time I 
live on Amapola where there 
are no wells. We have recently 
purchased a lot on Eldorado 
by Maple. This lot iias three 
wells very close, also a dandy 
City-owned water sump for 
the drainage of the housing 
project. I have no Illusions 
that the oil men will remove 
those wells and the City will 
do away with that water 
sump, Just because I would 
like to Increase the value of 
our lot. This lot was purchased 
with my eyes open

Mil* deluMon, I wmiM h»vt 
trouble railing a famHy. The 
train, tlM wells, and even au­ 
tomobiles have been around 
long before) my children. It !  
up to their father and me to 
teach them whert they belong 
and where they DO NOT be- 
long We can not do away with 
all hazard* rather (tan fd» 
cat« th« children.
ft little cooperation wMh MM 

H^o"! system and »e o* mm 
could work out a plan Him*- 
by the children could be token 
on a field trip to » well and 
sump explanation* given and 
the danger* pointed out MM* 
of their ourln«Kty would be 
satisfied and the oMUra 
would take pride In the wells 
and the oil Industry u do *e 
Individuals that own the 
wells. The children take field 
trips to the police station, 
fire station, dairies, and other 
places. Why not educate them 
with the great work of the oil 
Industry?

It was said many time* at 
the meeting, "there are pro­ 
ducers and producers." Let's 
fact It, there are people and 
people, parents and parent*, 
and then there la the real es­ 
tate business!

Mrs. Pat Mile* 
1415 Amapola Ave.
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I own no wells. My husband pub inhed semi-Weekly »t Torr.nct,

—.. ..._,- —— --"•ornln, Tnundsy mid Monday.

1914, at Pout OHIO, Tornnoi 
ornln, under act of March I,

or I are not In any way con 
nocted with the oil business, 
but we do have children. 
Three children. a.ges 8 and B 
years and one pre-school. 
These children are our respon- 
slblllty  not the oil men!

As a parallel for this 
discussion T bring up 'the sub­ 
ject. of railroads, tracks, and 
trains. We live one block 
from Madrid. Our children, 
and many others, cross these 
tracks at Eldorado going to 
and from school. Th?y cross 
the street, go down ijh a hole
across th 
another st 
Nuisances" - 
any age) i

ks and out to 
et. "Attractive 
What child (of 

ttracted to a

Save the Trees ,
Editor, Torrance Herald:

What group or groups are 
responsible for allowing the 
destruction of the beautiful 
trees planted along Sepulveda 
Blvd. just west of Hawthorne 
Blvd.?

These trees formerly ran In 
an unbroken row along Sepitl- 
veda, hut now over eight 
blocks have been blighted by 
Milton Kauffman's crew, and 
the trees lie withering In the 
dust.

The trees are a mature 
stand of palms and deodars 
which have grown all these 
years unattended and tin- 
watered to their present 
height.

Over half of the originally 
planted trees have not yet 
been destroyed. There is still 
time to save the rest.

The majority of the people 
certainly desire to retain 
these trees. Not. only are they 
things of beauty, hut they also 
raise property values.

An increase In the set back 
requirement of only a couple 
of feet could have saved these

There are still more of these 
trees along Torrance and Se- 
pulvcda Boulevards. Must they 
all be destroyed, or can the 
consciouam'.-is of uiu' officials 
bo aroused to save them.

We urge that steps be taken 
to preserve these trees!

R. T. BARRETT,
Chairman
Save the Trees
Committee

train. Should I propose these 
tracks be covered by a wire 
mesh cage? Or better still the 
trains be re-routed, because of 
my children. Or for my own 
selfishness las it was brought 
up by a gentleman at the 
meeting wells are unsightly 
and noisy at night) trains 
make quite a racket, smoke, 
and are no asset to my prop­ 
erty. 

I believe If I lived under
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IT'S A FACT by JERRY CAHIU SEC

o3

my ' > than the

rln lot

ome
entry did, slm-

mover, a 
youngste 
ply because thesn things were 
not available whr-n they were 
growing up.

The older generation had Its 
ulnment for get-

nto
ud parents didn't

ugh In a rib
 r (Mr feet caught In sewer 
pipes, as other local kids did 
recently, simply because such 
things weren't available.

* -t' A
Mr. and Mn Parent 

weren't driving around In a

"'ings we 
didn't do," he said. "We didn't 
do It because we didn't think 
of It. We did everything we 
could think of"

Smaller fi-v tnd;iy are still 
doing everything they can 
think of, while the same'peonle 
who were doing everything 
they could think of a few years 
agn stand hack In horror,

There Is a difference, how­ 
ever, between chlld^h curio-
 iltv In «tprtlng up a bulldozer
 'nd chlldlnh HeH»n>"t|on In 
'" " 'kin" out windows.

Nevertheless, plenty of the 
wonle who were going to the 
dogf, a few years ago seem 
to he doing pretty well now. 
There's no reason to think the 
present generation wouldn't do 
th« Mima,
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